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Flawless ‘Flea’
collars laughs

By E““W “A FLEA IN HER EAR"
Thisie Where: Stages Theater Center, 1540 McCadden

b g . Place, Hollywood
hl
W ile some theatrical companies When: 8 p.m. Thursday through Saturday, 7 p.m

may have the luxury of bringi
oul opulent costumes and 1?:113 Sunday, through Sept. 2.
erv, [rill-free, bare-bones drama can be Tickets: $15 to $20. Call (323) 465-1010.
just as fulfilling. You can do quite a bit Our rating: # # 4 %
with a sure-handed ensemble, a bare stage

— or two — a bunch of commedia masks  under a white parachute, at the home of Clara Bellar
and a director who knows which pieces Victor-Emmanuel Chandel (played by left. enlists Ann
belong in which holes. Albie Selznick), a man as “faithful as a M'H::hel .
Witness the whip-  poodle” whose wife Monique (Clara Bel- & a
REVIEW smar, joylul rendition lar) nonetheless manages to doubt his itzgerald to
of Georges Fevdeau's  fidelity. With the help of best friend Luci- help pqnﬁrm

“A Flea in Her Ear” currently playing to  enne (Ann Michele Fitzgerald) Monique suspicions
full houses at the tiny Stages Theater Cen-  hatches a plot to trap Chandel. They about her
ter in Hollywood. Here's a seven-person  decide to send him a perfumed love letter, husband in
acting company whose character-jumping  written by Lucienne, proposing a rendez- Stages Theater
versatility 1s a thing of beauty. The pro- vous and they show up at the appointed Center's “A Flea
duction’s director, Gulu Monteiro, should  place and time to catch Chandel. in Her Ear.”
be on many companies’ “must hire™ list Would that things were so easy. Gum-
once this “Flea™ gets proper buzz and ming up the machinery is Chandel’s lady-  go for a lowbrow laugh — at the expense  character's”™ quick entrance, is all over the
exposition. killing best friend, Tournel (Jamic Dono-  of, say, forcigners or doctors, and at Stag-  place at Stages. The straight-arrow Chandel

Monteiro, a Brazilian actor and direc-  van); Camille (Jay Ferguson), a es, Monteiro and company are very much 15 not even a distant cousin to the brain-
tor schooled in every imaginable form of  manservant with a hilariously PC-absent  up to the demands, addled Poche, even with Selznick in both
drama, gives Fevdeau's oft-performed speech impediment; an amorous doctor It may be the casiest, cheapest gag in roles. Bellar also gets some choice mileage
farce a kind of nbald carnival spirit. A (Herb Mendelsohn) and Homenides creation, but it has been many moons as a shiftless hotel maid. All servants or
well-placed scarf, hood and — most (Charles Fathy), Lucienne’s insanely jeal-  since I have laughed as hard as | did at lower-stationed characters wear masks.
important — commedia mask allow the  ous husband with a hair-trigger temper. Ferguson's incomprehensible speech Clocking in at under two hours (no inter-
actors to ship easily into multiple roles. Later on, we also meet the equally colorful impediment — or at the characier’s trans-  mussion, very much), the perfor-
We're tracking a zany plot involving proprictors of the Pink Pussy Hotel where  formation when he slips in an artificial mance {lies. Take an extra six minutes
crrant love letters, mistaken identities, all the trysts take place and where their palette. The difference between unlucky alter the performance to watch a video
adultery and coincidence. In this version,  drunken bellboy, Poche, is — go figure! — Camille and Feraillon, the military brute  documenting Monteiro’s process of build-
conceived by the director and cast, the a dead ringer for Chandel. of a hotel keeper also played — with equal  ing this production. From mask work to
sensibility may be 19th century, but the Once the action moves to the Pink Pus-  comic finesse — by Ferguson, is part of character development to the translation,
execution is decidedly modemn. Salty sy, the audience moves indoors along with  what makes you appreciate the possibili-  the performance was very much a group
humor is very much the order of the day,  the actors. And inside Stages' cozy little ties of live stage. effort.
as is physical comedy., black box, things really get manic and That kind of deft double duty, sending Clearly, there's something to be said for

The action begins on an ouldoor stage  frisky. Fevdeau was more than willingto  vou to vour program with every “new collaboration.
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